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Decentralization and the Local Public Servants of Tomorrow
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International Christian University

Local public servants have their own missions, which are different from those of politicians or citizens,
in revitalizing Japan from each locality. Policy-oriented thinking is more required than institutional
thinking so that they can cope with critical situations after the Great East Japan Earthquake disaster.
A spontaneous will to depend on other local governments is also needed for horizontal cooperation.
Responsible flexibility will be another important qualification for public servants. The civil service
reform should be designed in a more decentralized way to encourage those attitudes and values.
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