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Progress of decentralization in the UK —Localism Act-

wWiHEE B aMBBAEERRAESE (MIEREXEE—FELE)
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Daisuke Otsuka, Deputy Director, Local Public Enterprise Division

The Localism Act was enacted by the current coalition government in the UK which was formed in
2010. It is the Act to embody a series of decentralization policies under the government’s flagship
policy, Big Society, which aims to shift the power from central government to local governments and
communities. One of the important measures included in the Act is “general power of competence” to
be given to local governments. It means that local governments can do anything that individuals could
do unless specifically prohibited by law. This must be an epoch-making change in the local government

system of the UK.
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