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Fishermen find hope in each other

In the early morning of Oct. 25,
a crane hoisted a fishing boat,
then dropped it into the water
off the town of

Miyagi Prefecture, just like
new. The March 11 tsunami
had ravaged the 4.7-metric-ton
Shoei Maru but left it floating
in the bay. It was a miracle
that the vessel avoided being
sunk when the town behind it
was all but destroyed.

Between those dates, the
boat underwent massive ren-
ovations in Sendai, in the
same prefecture.

ore taking his boat back
into the water again, Masaaki
Sasaki purified it with some
sake and salt. “Strong emo-
tions,” Sasaki said, “mddenly
welled up inside of me.”

Not only did the March 11
disaster sweep away the boat
Sasaki used to take out to sea
every day, it claimed his
father’s life.

A former fisherman, Sasa-
ki's father was at Shizugawa

hospital at the time. Many
did not survive that

The tsunami was particu-
larly harsh on Minamisanriku;
homes, boats and family mem-
bers were carried away. Those
who lived through the horrors
had nowhere to turn.

But surviving fishermen'’s
desire to earn a living motivated
them to set up a cooperative by

their new tans, put there by
the fact that they are back on
the water. They are looking at
cultivating seaweed, scallops
and oysters.

The cooperative consists of
13 members, with the eldest of
them being Sasaki, 50, and the
youngest being his 19-year-old
son, Hiroshi. It intends to sell
its marine products directly to
consumers and supermarkets
— and reduce its reliance on
existing sales networks. It
expects to complete its own
pr g factory by the end of

tributes profits to members
according to their work per-
formance and the ratio of
stock ownership.
Minamisanriku’s is a corpo-
rationlike organization whose
members are required to punch
timecards. Sasaki spent a lot of
money overhauling the Shoei
Maru so he could share the boat
with his fellow fishermen.
Sasaki and other fishermen
now have smiles to go with

Priorities

Continued from Page 1

Another fisherman criti-
cized former DPJ chief Ichiro
Ozawa. “I don’t understand
why Ozawa makes things hard-
er for us by starting a battle for
power at this time,” the fisher-
man said. “As a lawmaker

of office lmt momentum, howev-

er, Azuma si returned to his
)ob as if he had never abandoned
it. Azuma'’s actions caused out-
rage among the citizenry and
prefectural officials. Locals

regarded the episode as polit
obstruction that was typical,
except that it came in the of
so much need.

The on-site headquarters
are “an ol that we would
be better off without,” a fulmi-

tmgformenr Iwate Gov. Hiro-

the year,

Ita first post-tsunami harvest
will be seaweed whose seeds are
currently being strewn around
culturing ropes. The coopera-
tive also has a small batch of
oyster seeds that miraculously
survived the tidal wave.

Member fishermen are set-
ting their sights on shipping
seaweed in February, fol-
lowed by deliveries of scallops
and oysters.

wumbﬁn“nnu‘ﬁﬁ,wﬂubut

he shares with others in his coop:

in the background.

Response report card

Nikkei's assessment of disaster
recovery efforts

Employment measures

Debris removal

Nuclear disaster response

Anti-radiation measures

NS

I

Electricity, gas, water

CODPOGOP DX

i1

Retail
Medical

® verygood O Good
£ So-so X Poor

elected from this prefecture, ya Masuda said
isn't he ashamed Azuma was soon replaced
1 gover by Yoshinori Suematsu, anoth-
bou:!nng things up in nnot.her er DPJ lawmaker, who later
way too — by frequently chang- gavewaytoKAmkoKon
mgtheofﬁmdamdorganm govammentphmtoer
tions involved in reconstruction- a reconstruction agency
related work. That is why the on- byApnlItmnldheheadquar
site reconstruction headquar- in Tokyo but
ters in the three disasterstrick- in Iwnte, Miyagi nnd Fukushima
en prefectures are of little use. prefectures. The actual recon-
Few of the senior vice minis-  struction projects, however,
ters, parliamentary secretaries would remain in the hands of
and other senior political offi- 'I‘okytrbasedbmeaucmm.
cials in charge of the headquar- The proposed agency would
ters have actually worked in  have limited responsibilities —
the region. helping to dole out subsidies,
In June, Shozo Azuma, a set up special deregulation
lower house DPJ lawmaker, an-  zones and coordinate between

nouneed his resionation as haad

ministries and agencies. (ffices

Source: Nikkei's Tohoku recovery team

bureaus basically the same as
the current on-site offices, which
have almost completely failed.
Kazunuki Oizumi, vice pres-
ident of Miyagi University and
an expert on policies that pro-
mote local agriculture and fish-

ariee faale tha acansv chanld

months later after it had ac-

compllnhed its mission. The
amazingly quick response was
due to Shinpei Goto, a politi-
cian who turned out to be a
brilliant administrator.

Kan recently defended his

begmmng to tnlk about re-
building their communities
and futures on their own.

A group of fishermen along
the Sanriku coast are trying to
develop a new approach to

Iture (See story above).

administration’s response to

Farmers in the town of Yama-

The Nikkei. “Our moto, Miyagi Prefecture, are
was not perfect,” he said. “But I working to revive the local
think we did pretty well. There strawberry-growing industry
are inevitably various views by forming an agriculture
about whether our responses ction tive.
were fast enough. But there has The role of politicians is to
at least been steady progress. foster and promote these kinds
‘We were not being complacent.  of initiatives.
No matter what anybody may Politicians who cannot per-
say, our cabinet was working.”  form this vital role and instead
That cabinet faced an un- behave in a way that hinders
precedented challenge. Besid grass-roots efforts are only
the epic natural disaster, it also  abusing their profession.
had the worst nuclear crisis in
thenation’s historyonitshands. Martyr cedar
Kan is proud of pr ting This afabled Jap
Tokyo Electric Power Co. (Tepco eedarmtheatyofSoma,north
from ingthe of the crippled power plant in
fuming Fukushima Daiichi Fukushima Prefecture, was cut
power plant. In the middleof the  down after an aftershock made
night of March 14, Masataka it lean dangerously close to the
then the utility’s presi- Kuroki-Suwa Shrine. The tree
dent, told the government he  had been a monument to anoth-
wanted to evacuate front-line ertidal wave.
workers and transfer them to Legend has it that the mas-

tha noarhv tha Fuknchima

civa 1R11 Kairha tonmami rar
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Japanese Agricultural-products output
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The amount of farm export

The amount of farm export (1961~2007)

(100 million $)
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HAMBZTKIOIEZFDE

Per
OUTPUT (100MillUS$) person(10tho
usandUS$)

1 CHINA 4873 1 AUST 1087
2 INDIA 2219 2  NETHERL 835
3 USA 1534 3 FRANCE 827

4 BRAZIL 911 4 ITALY 700
5 RUSSIA 715 5 DENMARK 586
6 JAPAN 713 6 CANADA 568
7 FRANCE 513 7  JAPAN 560
8 ITALY 417 8 KOREA 542
9 GERMANY 287 9 RUSSIA 506
10  KOREA 261 10 USA 492
11 THAI 251 11 BRAZIL 475
12 AUST 229 12 THAI 372
13  ENGLAND 216 13 CHINA 362
14  CANADA 189 14 ENGLAND 351

15  NETHERL 138 15 GERMANY 349
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Japanese Agricultural-products output

fiEi 4
¥15,517

1,600~ 1,900\¢MK:1c),
¥969~ 816 Yyayp

Output (100 million yen)

The number of farmhouse
(1000farmhouse)

Output per farmhouse
(1000yen)
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